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GIRL OF THE YEAR’ 2012 


She’s a determined girl who 
uses her strengths to turn 
challenges into triumphs 


Her story 
comes to life 
in an all-new 
movie on 

this July! 
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Discover even move of McKenna’s inspiring world 
through books, doll collections, and outfits! 
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Safety first! 


Some of our projects and activities require an adult’s help. 
When you see this symbol, be sure to ask an adult to work with you. 


Cover photo: Steven Talley 


Make a mini masterpiece for Mother’s Day 
or Father’s Day. 


Cover your workspace 


with newspaper. Use 


attach a piece of 
toa 

Trim the felt to fit 
the square. 


to 


Plan a design using 
craft scraps such as 


or 
Attach scraps 
to felt using 
Let dry. 
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Write a note to your 
mom or dad using 

on the back 
of the cork. Then 
present your gift 
with a grin! 


Meet an 
AG Reader 


Jordon M. 


Age 10, Ohio 


my mom and dad, 
my two sisters (Meg and 
Kellie), and my tortoise, 
Teddie. 


Pudding. Something about it 
makes me laugh every time! 


coconut 
flakes on marshmallows 


really like doing homework. 


I would go shopping 
in Paris and visit 
the Eiffel Tower. 
That would be 
amazing! (Meet 
three girls who 
actually got to see 
the Eiffel Tower! 
Turn to page 5.) 


That was the day I broke my 
grandma’s lamp. Uh-oh! 


Vil be a teacher. 


is the 
craft section. {love doing the 
crafts—they make me and 
my room look great! 


eee 
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atching the evening news 

with her parents, Gabby 

H. learned about victims 
of hurricanes, earthquakes, and 
violence. It made the Virginia nine- 
year-old wonder how a kid could 
help people in need. One night while 
chatting with her younger brother, 
Garrett, Gabby came up with the 
idea to combine his love of chess and 
her love for being charitable. They 
decided together to host a charity 
chess tournament. 

Gabby and Garrett researched 

charities and got help from their 
family, friends, and teachers. They 


Julba S. 


Age 12, Pennsylvania 


Annie F 


Age 14, California 


a 
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planned a tournament, created a 
website, spread the word, and asked 
for donations. Their grandparents 
donated trophies. On the day of 
the event, more than 100 people 
showed up, helping to raise more 
than $2,000. “I felt so proud of what 
we had done,” Gabby says. 

Gabby donated the money to 
an organization that helps families 
with children who have to stay in 
the hospital for long periods of time. 
And she wants to keep helping for as 
long as she can. “Even kids can make 
it a better world,” Gabby says. 


Spring is here! 


Garrett 


Gabby 


You can Shine, too 
What do you like to play? 
Can plana charity tournain sd 
@found any kind of osteo 
eo basketbal] to table tennis 
your favorite Video game 


fr 
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School’s Out! 


Which girl are you on the last day of class? Take our quiz to find out. 4 
oz 


hal 


1. You think the best way to thank someone is . 4. Your friends would describe you as the girl who ... 
a. shouting “Thank you so much!” a. always knows how to make people laugh. 
b. giving her a big hug. b. always knows the right thing to say. = 
c. making her a cute card. c. always knows the correct answer. 
” f 
>. 9a e 


2. If you had a room full of craft supplies, you’d make ... 5. Which website would be yours? 


a.acrazy, colorful collage. a. Olivia’s Outrageous Videos 
b. a heart-shaped pillow out of felt. 
c. a decorated scrapbook for your 

memories. 


b. Kailey’s Kindness Blog 
c. Ana’s Talk of the Town 
3.1f your school had a yearbook, in which group’s 
picture would you appear? 
a. school mascots 
b. Helping Hands Club 
c. yearbook staff 


Answer 


Mostly a’s Mostly c’s 


x AmericanGirl 


Creative Comer 
Snack Sack 
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These California sisters took their 
AG magazine all over Europe! 


“Last summer, our family went on a long 
vacation to Europe. We were so glad to 
have our magazine for the long flights 
and train rides.” 


Italy 


Josseum in Rome, 


Outside the Co 


Answer these questions, and then turn the 
page to see how your answers compare to 
those of other AG readers. 


if you were to dye your 
hair a crazy color, which 


At th 
€ Temple of Poseidon at 
would you choose? 


Cape Sounion, Greece 
% silver 
*% purple 
% blue 
¥ pink 


Which is the most 
boring chore? 


¥ washing dishes 


*% cleaning your room 


*% doing yard work 


e Whe 
Te have you and % cleaning up afterapet 


en F 
Your photos to the } 
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Snack Sack 


clean scissors 
paper plate, 


paper tape. 


Girls would dye their hair 


pink. purple. 


blue. silver. 


The most boring chore is 
cleaning your room. 


doing yard work. 


washing dishes. 


americangirl.com/playmagazine 
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cleaning up after a pet. 
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Reader Recipe 


Ask an adult to 

blend until smooth. 
Add more milk if the 
drink seems too thick. 


Very Berry Smoothie 


Put these ingredients into a blender: 


1 
ta cup Frozen 
blueberries 


Pour into a tall glass. 
Garnish with whipped 


cream. Yum! 


1/2 cup frozen 


strawberries 


True Story 


Hannah uses “sister sense” 
to keep her little sister safe. 


Dear American Girl, 


My little sister, Isabel, was diagnosed with epilepsy, 2 brain disorder that 
can cause seizures. A seizure (SEE-zyur) is a change in behavior that 
happens when something goes Wrong in the brain. It can cause someone 
to freeze up, fall down, twitch, or even pass out. It can be very dangerous 
for the person having a seizure. When 1 found out that this could happen 
to Isabel, I was shocked and scared. But wanted to help. I tooka class to 
learn how to recognize seizures and what to do if Isabel ever had one. 
About a year later, she and I were lying on my mott’s bed and talking. 
One second Isabel was talking, and the next second she was quiet. Her 
face was stiff, like she was in a trance. A seizure! I yelled downstairs to 
4911. Paramedics arrived ina flash. Isabel was safe, 
ked me and said I was like a superhero for 
‘fe. Since then, Isabel has had several more 
been me who has alerted my parents. My mom 


my mom. She calle 
and my mom and dad than 
helping to save my sister's | 
seizures. Each time, it has 
calls it my “sister sense.” 


I feel good knowing thatI can help to keep my sister safe. 


T can’t change her condition, but] can always watch out for her. 


Sincerely, 


Hannah K. 


Age 12, Colorado 
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Check Your Deck §&j'> 
Finding a single card in a shuffled deck i 


is just like magic! 


fe 


1. In secret, sort 
a deck of cards 
into all reds 
and all blacks. 


2 e Then announce 
that you'll be able 


to magically guess 


your friend's card 
after she chooses 
it and hides itina 
shuffled deck. 


3. Split the deck in 


half in front of your 
friend, secretly 
making sure that 
you keep the red 
half and black 

half separate. Put 
the two halves 
facedown in front 
of your friend, and 
ask her to point to 
one of the decks. 


f 


_ 


Y 


4. Fan out the cards 


facedown and 
ask your friend to 
pick one out and 
remember it. 
Then ask her to 
put the card into 
the other deck 
and shuffle that 
deck herself. 


é 


5. Pick up the 
newly shuffled 
deck, and make 
a show of 
guessing which 
card is hers. It'll 
be easy to find, 
because hers 
should be the 
only card in the 
deck that’s a 
different color. 


6. Reveal your 
magic pick. 
Amazing! 


COCO EO SHEE EEE EHS EEEESES EE EE ESET EE OEE SEE SESE EEESEEEEEEEEEEESEESESESHSSESEEEESESEHHS HEE SEEEEHSESEEEHHHEHEHHHHESOHHEESEEEEESE 


Write to Us 


it 


Be sure to include your 


i last name 
& First and sp 
3% Address and phone pe 
3% Birth date, including ye ae 
or other po 
3% School photo oe fe 
3% Parent's signatu 


Bory WT 52502 


5, OF. 
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Contest 


Furry & Funny 


Girls sent these silly pictures and wrote what their pets 
might be saying, too. They’re paws-itively hilarious! 


an Jodell oe ; 


Age 12, Connecticut 


A Allison €. 


Age 8, North Carolina 


Katie W 


8 x AmericanGirl Age 12, California 


Hannah L. 


Age 12, Tennessee 


Harper |. 


Age 7, South Carolina 


Age 11, Illinois 


Tabitha B. 


Age 10, Maine 


Draw a sweet dream house! Design it using 
frosting, candy, and of course, gingerbread. 
Show us a gingerbread house unlike anything 
we’ve seen before. Send your drawings to the 
address on page 7, along with your first and last 
name, address, school or portrait-style photo, and 
birth date. 


Tori b. 


Age 11, Illinois . May/June 2012 9 


You Said It! = 


embroidery floss. | could make tons of 


friendship 
bracelets. 


Grayson J 


. Age 11, South Carolina 


cupcake mix 
and frosting. 


| want to be a culinary artist 
when | grow up. 


Chalerte‘K. 


| Age 11, Pennsylvania 


colorful, glittery 


sneakers. 


I'd add sparkle to all of my outfits. 


- Age 12, Ohio 


Nate T° 


| would never get sick of it. 
Chocolate bars, chocolate chips, 
chocolate sauce—if it’s 
chocolate, I'll eat it! 


What was the top choice 
for a lifetime supply? 


Books won by a landslide! 


I'd want lots and lots of 


ry % a x 
POT OT .' 


> @ It would be fun 


ae to have countless books to choose 
i from. Every time | read, | feel as if 
eal I'm going on an adventure! 
o ee | 
Ek 7 | Age 9, 


AMI 
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: How Reed and her dad hiked 
1 a 2,650-mile trail—in one summer. 


eg 
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Photos: Bruce Forster 


like to walk. I’m not really sure 
why—I just enjoy it. | like being 
outside and moving. My dad likes 
to walk, too, and we’ve been 
going on hikes together for as 
long as | can remember. We're 

a good team, and that’s a good thing, 

since we decided to hike the entire 

Pacific Crest Trail last summer. 

The trail goes through three states— 
California, Oregon, and Washington— 
and reaches from Mexico to Canada. It 
stretches across desert, through streams, 
and over mountains. And it’s long— 
2,650 miles end to end. It’s possible to 
hike the whole trail in one hiking season, 
which is about five months, spring to fall. 
But to do it, you have to eat and sleep on 
the trail and make really good time when 
you’re not eating or sleeping. For 
“thru-hikers,” people like Dad and me 
who hike the whole trail at once, that 
would mean walking all day—about 
25 miles a day—for five months straight. 

Could we do it? | knew the answer was 
yes. As | said, | love to walk, and I love to 
spend time with my dad. We had hiked 
a 90-mile section of the trail the year 
before, so | kind of knew what to expect. 
We had several months to get ready for 
this trip and spent the time planning our 
resupply packages, buying the lightest- 
weight gear we could find, and training. 
I'd put exercise weights in a backpack 
and go for walks around town with my 
dad. All the streets and traffic lights 
and driveways slowed us down a lot. 

On the trail, we would just be able 
to walk. | couldn’t wait. 

We left our home in Oregon the last 
weekend of April and headed south 
to the trailhead, which is right near 
California’s border with Mexico. Dad and 
| both carried gear—a tent, sleeping 
bags, hiking poles, stuff for meals—but 
our packs weren't too heavy. We could 
refill our water bottles along the trail, 
and we would resupply at stops along 
the way. Part of our planning had been 
packing boxes with supplies such as 
food and mailing them to post offices all 
along the trail. We’d timed everything so 
that we’d have enough food to last us to 
the next resupply but never too much, 


eavtiful forest 


ot all 


since we didn’t want to carry extra 
weight in our packs. It was nice to get 
into a town. We could get hot food 
(pizza!), wash clothes, and take showers. 
Speaking of showers and laundry— 


Sometimes you'll arrive at a road, and 

a trail angel will be waiting to give you 

a ride into town. Other times, you'll find 
a note promising cold drinks or hot food 
ora bunkhouse to sleep in. Whenever 


We didn’t have many bad days on 
the trail. There was a stretch when the 
weather was awful. The trail was hidden 
under snow for hundreds of miles, and 
we weren't making good time. | wasn’t 


worried that we 
wouldn't finish, 
though—we just 
didn’t want to hike 
in bad weather in 
Washington since 
we'd get there later 
than planned. Even 
my blisters didn’t 


we had none of that on 

the trail. We’d wash by 

jumping into a clean- 

looking creek with our 

clothes on. | pretty much 

wore the same clothes 

every day, so | wasn’t 

very clean. But it didn’t 

matter. Every thru-hiker 

gets dirty. That’s part of the deal. 
One of the best things that can 

happen to you on the trail is finding a 

“trail angel.” Trail angels are people who 

decide to do nice things for thru-hikers. 


bother me—except for one. 

My worst day was the day I found out 
that I’d have to leave the trail to see a 
doctor. A blister on my foot had gotten 
really nasty and infected. Foot blisters 


this happens to you, it’s called “trail 
magic.” The kindness makes a huge 
difference. Actually, a few times we 
were having a bad day but then we 
found trail magic, and it was like, yay! 


Each day, 


we'd wak etac the stuff 
Acar, Ma ioe sheet Vive The goa! was ind aot wet because all \ 
i m making area ly good hoes or ourP 
breakfast—freeze-dried scrambled eggs, heated ee in waterproof bag? . 


with water. It wasn’t as good as e995.at home, but a me = 


you can’t beata hot breakfast on the trail. 


are a part of daily life on the trail, but 
there wasn’t much we could do to make 
that one better after it got really bad. We 
weren't far from my house at the time—a 
little more than an hour by car—so that 
was lucky. It was weird being at home for 
a few days while | got better and saw the 
doctor. | couldn’t wait to be walking 
again, and we were back on the trail in 
almost no time. 


,e finished the trail on 


September 24. That 
was a record-setting 
day because we hiked 
36 miles to get to the 
’ end. (That’s 10 miles 
farther than a regular day for us!) | can’t 
really describe how | felt when | saw the 
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Finished! Here we are at 


the border of the United 
Sinter and Coneda monument that marked the end. | was 


happy and amazed, and | could barely 
believe that we were finally finished. 

| signed a register at the end of the trail 
and can’t even remember now what 

| wrote. It was just an awesome feeling. 
Not many hikers can thru-hike the 
trail, and | had just become one of 

the youngest people ever to do it. 

Going back home was wonderful. 
Starting middle school was kind of 
awkward, since | had missed a few 
weeks. | felt as if | was the new girl. 
Some people | knew were like, “Hey, 
where were you?” Everyone knew 
about my hike after the principal told 
the whole school during an assembly. 
That was cool. | was glad to be back at 
school with my friends. But after living 
outside and moving around whenever 
| wanted to, it was hard to sit at a desk 
in a classroom, inside, all day long. 

So, will | ever hike again? Well, in 
hiking there’s an honor called the Triple 
Crown, in which you hike the three major 
long-distance trails in the United States. 
Not very many people have ever done 
that, but | want to complete it the year 
I turn 13. As far as | know, no one else 
even close to my age has done it. So that 
means that by the time you read this 
story, I'll be out on the Appalachian Trail, 
putting one foot in front of the other. 
Which, if you think about it, is the best 
way to accomplish most things in life. 4K 


Pacific Crest 
National 


We started at the border 
between the United States 
and Mexico. 
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Tips and tricks 


for decorating a 


room that shows 
your Style! 


Storage Stack 
raft su | ' scrapbook paper 
oatmeal container 


tape. 


Customize a memo board! 
Trace a speech-balloon 
shape on adhesive-backed 
chalkboard paper. Remove 
paper backing and attach 
the speech bubble toa 
corkboard. Smooth out 
any wrinkles. 


nt Reuse everyday items for 

‘, storage containers. Usea 
oa mug for pens, a vase for 
spare change, or a soup 
bowl for seashells. 


y/June 2012 


For more room 
decorating tips, visit 
americangirl.com/ 
playmagazine. 
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Give odds ande 
land. Start with 


nds a soft place to £ foe othe 


: 
t 
No matter how you relax—p az a 7 ° 
re) Writing, reading, or listening my 8 . ng Word Pil s can be a soft spot ir 
to music—use this Pocket to keep _ ae ; A pile of eee Make a plain 
your gear close at hand. 4 | reading or daydrear by adding a word 
4 lee ee throw pillow inspiring y backed felt 
1. Start witha clean 4 oes ip ae to the front. Use ana as 
Use tocuta 22-inch ; ; Se letters to spell out ey s —. 
slit down both of the vdream,” “wish,” or “imag 
; Pillowcase’s seams, 


2.Cuta Straight line from the 
end of one Slit to the other 
ee and remove excess materia 


3. Decorate the po 
i or c 


cket with 


elp you slide the end of 
derneath your mattress, 3 
ould hang off the side of th. 


You don’t need paint to Ree i 
add color to walls. Instead, 2 ee ee. 
frame pieces of scrapbook paper 
in photo frames. Ask an adult to 


<i Color Collage : : “ 


i mt help you hang the frames on the a 
a a ° 
as ae “Anca ¥s same wall for a collage of color. mtr age de 
~ : When you wanta different look, ae: ors 


replace the paper with new hues. 
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Turn a wall into a gallery—featuring you! Use these corkboards 
to display your art, awards, or anything that makes you proud. 


1. Place a plain Repeat steps 1 and 2 to 
ona covered work surface. make more corkboards. 
Make crisscrossing lines all Let dry overnight. 
: opti board's surface 3. Once dry, remove the tape 
: from the corkboards. Ask 
- 2.Usea and an adult to help you hang 
to the boards ona wall. Finish 
paint the cork that isn’t by adding your work! 3 


covered by the tape- 


RY 


bial 
Veal 


Design a rug that has softness and style. 


1. Start witha “that's 
clean. Cut 3-inch strips of —fuzzy | 
fleece works well—that are 4 inches longer 
than the width of the mat. Hie 


2. Use to attach the strips to the 
mat, slightly overlapping each one. Let 2 
inches of each strip hang off either endof — 
the mat. When the whole mat is covered, _ 
let dry for a few hours. ul 


i] 


3. Turn the mat over. Use fabric glue to attach 
the strips’ ends to the underside. Let dry ATR 
overnight. Turn the rug right-side up and. 
place it on the floor. Haut 


you, such as photos, artwork, 

oranunusual collection. _ 

Then display these items : 
in special ways. 


| 


Create a memory 
box for special items 
you've outgrown 
but want to save. 
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Do you have your head in the clouds? Good! Take this quiz to find 
out how your daydreams can help you. Z 2 


1.Alightbulbgoes . | 4. Your favorite WE)mlm) 7- Before you goto 23 
on in your head - - spotin your ra sleep, you like to... "a 
whenever you... house is... 


a. organize your room. a. the computer room—you could 
b.lie on your bed. spend hours playing video games. 


a. write in your diary. 
b. listen to dreamy music. 
c. pack your bag for school. 


c. look out the window. b. the living room—that’s where you : 
watch movies and read books. 8. You're feeling crafty, 
2. You are super excited c. the kitchen—you can’t wait to cook so you... i 
5 ; in your own kitchen someday. , F 4 
to go shopping with ; oe. by alla i ~ Be 
: y eos bracelet. 
your friends, so you... 5.When you b. paint a picture frame. 
a. think of ways to make pick out your i c. decorate a calendar. 
extra cash. clothes. you ! > 
b. look at fashion magazines ry shapes Sh 9. Your family just got 
for inspiration. a. think about the weather. Rainy ! The first 
c. make a mental list of day? Time to pull out your boots! anew puppy: erirs 
things you want to buy. b. pair up unexpected colors. Who thing you dois... 
says yenow an purple don’t a. watch videos online about 
3. If your teacher were to = together: ee how to care for a dog. 
‘ F c. choose something glittery. You’re calla Melt sinat 
assign a project on : : . call a family meeting to 
g pro) not afraid to stand out in a crowd. Gininciann whiiad: 
any European c. think about all of the tricks 


country, 6. Woo-hoo—your family you want to teach him. 
youd... is going on a road trip . 
a. look ata map to the beach! So you... 10. You an Hehe pats 

until you saw a a.come up with games and other ba to throw a sur- 

country you knew boredom busters for the looong prise party, so you... A 

a nit ands oe a. write the invitations. e see *s 
b.putona peret, turn on gels b.mix up a coconut smoothie b. make the party favors. ~ a 

French music, and eat a croissant. and picture yourself He RN eT as za 

Bonjour chilling in a hammock. ee e 
c. imagine how a poster board would c. read about restaurants P e 

look with colorful pictures and and activities on travel 8 Z . e. 

Mapes websites. a 

ye *.e. ° % 
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Mostly a’s: 


You're a cool, calm problem 
solver who always plans ahead. 
Your daydreams can help you fix 
sticky situations. If you’re faced 
with a dilemma, let your mind 
wander. Imagine how things will turn 
out, and you might find a solution. 
Your best daydreams come when 
you're doing something that keeps 
your brain busy, such as reading a 
mystery or tackling a word puzzle. 


Mostly b’s: 


Your mind is a colorful place! 
When you're not coming up with 
unique outfits or new recipes, you 
picture yourself visiting fantasy places. 
Before you start writing or drawing, 
daydream a little first. Lie on your 
bed, listen to some soothing music, 
and doodle in a notebook. You might 
be amazed at all of the ideas that 
pop into your head. 


Mostly c’s: 


You're a girl who shoots for the 
stars and thinks about the future. 
The next time you sit outside or 
go for a walk with your family, let 


do anything ifyouput your = 
mind toit!c 
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Name Game 


Give funny new names to your friends and family! Get their 
o answers to these questions, and write down the best combinations. 


Perfectly Pirate Cae 


A word that describes your favorite chips 
+ 


SD An animal in the ocean 


Rodeo Champ 


. Your favorite Western state 
+ 
The name of something, 
you'd find on a mountain 


Your pirate name: Crunchy Seahorse 


Your rodeo name: Montana Frost 


Your first pet’s name 
+ 
Your favorite crayon color 


Your cartoon character name: Punky Iidigo 


Super Spy 


Something you'd find in 
a haunted house 
+ 
The last name of your favorite teacher 


= « 
Your spy name: ‘ 
Shadow McGuthrie 


Heroic Hero 


The word “The” 
+ 
Your birthstone 
+ 
An insect that scares you 


Your superhero name: 
The Garnet Centipede 


More fun 


qWestions can be 
found in 


Fabulous Fairy 


The name of a flower or plant 
+ 
Something found in the sky 
+ 
Fire 


Sweet-za 


YOU WILL NEED 


g) An adult to 

help you 

% 1 roll refrigerated 
sugar-cookie dough 


% 1 8-ounce package 
cream cheese, softened 


°% Ya cup peanut butter 
% % cup brown sugar 
% 2 tablespoons milk 


% 2 or 3 apples 


% lemon juice 


% caramel sauce 


If you don’t eat the pizza 
right away, be sure to 
wrap it up and store it 

in the refrigerator. 


! Visit 
americangirl.com, 
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a 
: camera, 
With a and a little 


computer, 


: together your Ve : 
own film. 
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[_ editing software. 


¥ Learn your software. 
It doesn’t matter which kind you use—, 
you can do great things even with 
simple Programs. But it’s good to 
know what your software will let 
you do with your shots. 


[| a story, 


¥ Plan your idea. 
Figure out what your movie should 


t shoots be about. Then think about how you 
era tha lI 
acam can Create scenes to te your story, 
di ital video. As with a story for school, you'll need 
g r batteries. lfway a beginning, a middle, and an end. 
e you uit ha 
* ale n't want to have to 4 # Skip the script. 
Yo a Well, write one if you want. But not 
me 4 te everyone can memorize lines. Instead, 
A tripod. steady. 
% Finda 


hots 
It'll help to keep your s 


talk to your actors about the characters 
they will play, and have them make 

up lines to help tell the movie's story, 
Or don’t have your actors speak at all_— 
you can tell your Story through the 
action in your scenes or fillin words 

On the screen later, 


¥ Make a shot list. 


Figure out all the scenes you want to 
shoot, and write them down so that you 
can check them off the list as you go. 


¥ Keep it simple. 
Don’t try todo too much—your 


finished film can be just one minute 
long! 


you can put 


(@) 
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Before you film, check out 
areas where you want to 
set up scenes. Pick places 
that look good, but also 
think ahead to filming. 
Is the place noisy? 
Too dark? Too small? 
Will anyone be mad 
if you're there? 
Find a new spot to 
film if you see any 
problems. 


Pick people you 
know to be in your SEER 
movie. Tell them what the 
movie will be like and how long it 
should take to shoot it. When you talk 
to your actors about their characters, 
you can put them in charge of their 


own costu mes. 


| (| scenes. 


% Start filming. 
Pick a good time to sho 
and get to work. Tell yo 
you want to have happen 
and help them create their char 
Consider these different filming 
techniques to make your movie 


ot your scenes, 
ur actors what 

in the movie, 
acters. 


interesting: 
«Pan: slow movement of the camera 


from side to side. You might pan a 
mountain range to show how large it is. 
- Tracking shot: when the camera moves 
on wheels. You might carefully set your 
camera on a wagon or skateboard and 
move it slowly along with your actors. 
- High-angle or low-angle shots: You can 
shoot from above or below an object or 
create an interesting point of 
e stairs and film down 
or lie on the ground 


person to 
view. Climb som 
on your subject, 
and film up. 


ge finishin 
% Add wig touches. 


Music helps to set tk 1e mood of you 
Y 
. u p 
movie fo} can ick Music th la 


SCary fil i 
: li m. Either Way, musi. 
T your audience aay os 


¥ Add credits. 


an i 
dadda title. Finished! 


you’ 
with learn what you’ 
your next movie *« rently 
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The Gnore 
Diaries 


by iain McDonald 
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Illustrations: Elisa Chavarri 


Saturday, May 12 

Avery kicked the door of the old garden shed 
out back. Stuck. Probably from all the rain. There 
had been eleven rainy days, nine partly cloudy days, 
and one sunny day since she and Dad had moved to 
Seattle. But who’s counting? 

Mom had stayed in California to finish up her 
teaching job. But Dad had come ahead to fix up the 
old house that Grampa had left them when he’d 
died. Avery had had to leave behind her best friend, 
Becca, her dog, Peekaboo, and the Sea Wolves, her 
swim team. 

At her new school, she had to learn about an 
ancestor for her social studies project, “Where 
I Came From.” She had called Mom to ask about 
Grampa, but Mom was busy and said, “Check the 
garden shed out back. You'll find some of his things 
out there.” 

Avery kicked the door. Whoosh! A cloud of dust 
rose up like a mini tornado as the door opened. 

Brooms, rakes, hoes. A faded red overstuffed 
chair, piles of dog-eared magazines, and . . . a type- 
writer? Maybe Grampa had been a writer. She 
lifted the lid to the case. An old-timey Underwood 
typewriter—the kind with spools of red and black 
ribbons, keys that made a click-click sound, and a 
carriage that went ding! 

An ancient sheet of paper in the typewriter said: 


QWERTY ( 
Adam F fe : 


Marty loves Mnne 
Hear the ocea 


Ariddle? Or a secret code? Maybe Grampa had 
been a spy and this was his secret hideout! As if. 
From what little she knew of Grampa, he’d lived 
in the town of Hender and worked at a box factory 
most of his life. 


Avery typed Hi. But all she saw was H. The I key 
didn’t work. She pecked a few more keys. 


Avery was here. 
rs 


“Dad, how about I clean up the shed out back?” 
Avery asked that night over takeout pizza. (Again.) 

“This is a joke, right?” Dad replied. “Your room 
could be declared a federal disaster area.” 

“Ha-ha. Very funny. It'll be fun. What does Mom 
always say? I'll just tap into my inner Cinderella,” 
she joked. 

In no time, Avery had swept, dusted, mopped, 
and swept some more. She’d study for her social | 
studies quiz later. Vocabulary words such as “grass- 
roots,” “citizenship,” and “constitution” swirled in 
her head as she put down a small braided rug and 
hung a string of paper-lantern lights. Before you 
could say “caucus,” she had made a cozy little nest. 

Avery noticed a small black boot peeking out 
from behind the chair. She pulled out a dusty old... 
garden gnome? He was about two feet tall with 


around belly under his blue jacket, a long white 
beard, and a once-red pointy hat that was now pink. 
He held a finger to his lips as if to say, “Shh!” 

She scrubbed until his apple cheeks glowed 
cherry red and set him next to the typewriter. 
“You remind me of Grampa,” she told the gnome. 
“Wait till I show Clare!” 

Clare was the first new friend Avery had made. 
It helped her not miss Becca so much. 

She smiled. Here was her very own clubhouse! 
Even the pitter-patter of rain on the tin roof sounded 
comforting. 


Monday, May 14 

In social studies, Avery slid into the seat next to 
Clare, across from Logan the Loudmouth and Ian 
the Intense (intensely quiet.) 
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WHERE | CAME 
FROM 


“Hey, Allison,” said Logan. 

“Avery,” she corrected him. “Allison’s my 
last name.” 

“Tl just call you Backwards,” said Logan. 

“At least it’s original,” said Clare. “They’ve been 
calling new kids New Girl since, like, the time of 
the dinosaurs.” Everybody cracked up. 

“So, what'd we all do this weekend?” asked 
Logan, looking around. 

“Soccer, soccer, soccer,” Clare reported. 

“Nothing,” said Ian. 

“I was Cinderella!” Avery blurted. Then she 
wished she could take it back. 

“Cinderella, huh?” Logan teased. “I’m guessing 
you were in a play?” 2 

Avery felt her cheeks go hot. “I guess something 
like that.” 

Ian glanced up from under his hair. 

“Anybody study for the quiz?” Logan asked. 

“Quizlet,” said Clare. 

“T half-studied,” Avery said. “It’s the least I could 
do as a democratic grassroots citizen of the local 
government.” 
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Everybody laughed. She let out a relieved puff 
of air. 

“Guys! Mr. Rudd’s looking,” said Clare. “So, let’s 
each tell what ancestor we’re doing our reports on.” 

“My man Ian’s got it made,” said Logan. “You 
know Hender Wood, that park with the redwoods 
in the middle of town? They were going to clear-cut 
all those trees, and his great-granddad saved them 
or something.” 

Ian Hender. Of course! thought Avery. “Pretty 
cool,” she said. Ian looked down, shuffling pages 
in his notebook. 2 

“Tm writing about my Aunt Kate, who did an 
eleven-day dogsled race in Alaska,” Clare said. 

“How about you, Backwards?” Logan asked. 

‘Td like to write about my grandpa,” Avery 
started, “but he didn’t do anything famous.” 

Ian was about to say something, but the bell rang. 


n the way home, Avery and Clare always 

took the bike path that went past Hender’s 

Wood. Every day, Avery couldn’t help 
tilting her head back to gaze up at the towering 


trees. “Amazing!” she breathed. 
“People around here call it Gnome Woods. 
Pretty cool, huh?” asked Clare. 


When they got to Avery’s house, they wheeled 


their bikes into the backyard. 


66 a-da!” Avery elbowed open the door 
to the shed. 


“Wow! What is this place?” Clare 
asked, stepping inside. 
“Check it out,” said Avery, pointing to the 
typewriter. 
“Dear Fr e d. Who’s Fred?” Clare asked. 
“Dear Friend. The I key doesn’t work, and 
sometimes the N sticks, too.” 


Dear Fred, 
Do you speak QWERTY? Hope so. 
Do you 1 ke secrets? 

S gned, The G ome 


“Ooh! A secret message,” said Clare. 


“Wait a second,” said Avery. “This wasn’t 
here before. Who wrote this? Did you?” 

“Not me,” said Clare. “Cross-my-heart 
triple-promise.” 

“Then who?” 

“Ooh, weird!” Clare looked around the shed, 
shivering. “It’s The Gnome.” She pointed to the 
garden statue. 

Avery typed a message for The Gnome. 


Who are you? ( 


Tuesday, May 15 

The next day, Grandpa’s gnome was wearing 
sunglasses and holding wildflowers. The Gnome 
had left a new secret message. 


am somet mes ear, somet mes nacloud 
am qu et ext to loud 
Whoam ? 


Avery showed the message to Clare. 


“Sometimes an ear, sometimes a cloud?” said 
Clare. “I don’t get it.” 

“I guess it’s a joke. But I still wish I knew what 
it meant.” 

Over the next few days, two more mysterious 
messages appeared, each one signed The Gnome. 

“Can you sleep over Friday night?” Avery asked 
Clare. “We could have a stakeout. We'll leave The 
Gnome a message, hide in my room, and spy.” 

“A sleepover stakeout? I’m there.” 


Friday night, May 18 

“Popcorn?” 

“Check.” 

“Sleeping bag?” 

“Check.” 

“Flashlight?” 

“Check. I love your night-light,” said Clare. 
“And the pictures on the ceiling over your bed.” 

“Thanks.” 

The two girls made friendship bracelets. They 
had a stuffed-animal pillow fight. They put on a 
pajama fashion show. 
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When it got dark, they sat wrapped in sleeping 
bags and took turns peering at the shed with 
binoculars on Avery’s bed. 

“Who do you think The Gnome is?” Clare asked. 

“My dad?” wondered Avery. “I guess not, but 
who else?” 

“Maybe a neighbor? Or a secret admirer,” 
Clare teased. 

The girls watched and waited. “Shh! I hear 
something!” said Clare. 

“Probably a raccoon.” 


“Maybe The Gnome is a raccoon!” Clare spouted. 


“A raccoon that knows how to type?” said Avery. 
They burst into giggles. 

Avery yawned. “We can’t give up. And we can’t 
fall asleep.” 


May 19, Saturday morning 

“Clare! Wakeupwakeup,” said Avery. “We fell 
asleep. It’s 9:30 in the morning.” 

The girls rushed out the back door in their 
PJ’s, despite Dad’s calls of “Hey, sleepyheads. 
Pancakes, anyone?” 

“Sure, Dad. In a minute,” Avery called. 

Clare pointed to the typewriter. “The Gnome 
strikes again!” 


Dear Fred, 
} The Gnome knows. Follow the clues r ght 
u der your nose. 


Clue #1 
Where does a gnome 1 ve? 
| Fndout or you wll be upa tree. 
“Where does a gnome live?” Avery asked Clare. 
“In the forest? With trolls? Or do gnomes hate 
trolls? I forget.” 
“What's up a tree?” asked Avery, thinking out 
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loud. “A tree house?” 

Clare peered at the backyard tree. “Hey, look! 
The gnome!” Sure enough, Grandpa’s gnome was 
perched in an apple tree, holding an old photo. 

“Check it out. It’s the same gnome. See? He’s 
saying Shh.” 

Clare lifted the picture to take a look. “A clue!” 


Clue #2 

Gnomes love a good story. Take ths 
pcture to the Land of Many Books and 
ask for the mss ng letter. 


“Land of Many Books,” Clare said. “Is that... 
your room?” 

“Maybe. Or the library.” 

“The library! We can ask at the library,” said 
Clare. “That’s it.” 


Saturday, late morning 

Avery and Clare stepped up to the reference 
desk. “Hi, Mrs. Bradshaw. This is my friend Avery.” 

“Hi, girls. What can I do for you?” 

“Okay, this might sound weird but we have 
this picture from an old newspaper, and we were 
wondering if you might know anything about a 
missing letter?” Clare said. 

“We think the missing letter is an'l,” said Avery. 

The librarian pretended to zip her lips. “I’m 
sworn to secrecy. All I know is I’m supposed to give 
you this file.” She pulled out a folder stuffed with 
newspaper clippings. 

“Cool—a treasure hunt!” 

“Thanks!” said Avery. They sat down at a table 
and read headlines. ““GNOME TAKEN FROM 
GARDEN.’ ‘GNOME FESTIVAL AGAIN THIS 
YEAR.’ This is all gnome stuff.” 

Avery was deep into her search when she heard 
a voice say, “Hey, look.” Logan the Loudmouth. 


“Tf it isn’t our study buddies, Clare and Backwards.” 

Avery dropped the folder, and the clippings 
went flying. Ian bent down to help her. “How’s 
your report going?” he asked. 

“Um, not so good. I can’t seem to find out 
much of anything about my grandpa, except that 
he liked gnomes. And the report’s due Monday.” 

Ian held out a fistful of clippings. “Maybe 
something in here will help.” 

“Um, this is. . . for something else.” She grabbed 
the clippings from Jan and shoved them inside the 
folder. Something on top caught her eye. 

“What are you guys up to?” Logan asked. 

“Wait till you hear this,” Clare started. “We’re—” 

“Working on our reports,” Avery said, shooting 
Clare a Please-Don’t-Tell-Them look. “I gotta make 
a Copy.” 

When she got back, Logan was saying, “C’mon, 
let’s all work on our projects together.” 

“Yeah, right,” said Clare. “You'll just goof off 
and—” 


“Sorry. But, um, we have to go,” said Avery. 

“We do? But—” 

“Bye, guys.” Avery took Clare’s wrist, leading 
her out the door. 


utside the library, Avery wiggled into 
her bike helmet. 
“What’s up with you?” Clare asked. 

“I think I figured something out,” said Avery. 

“Tell me!” 

“The missing letter? It’s not a letter of the 
alphabet. It’s a letter-letter. To the editor of the 
local newspaper.” She waved the copy in the air. 

“I need more time. Let’s go see if there’s another 
clue in the typewriter.” 

“Can't. Sorry. I promised Mom I'd go birthday 
shopping for my little sister. Call you later?” 

Avery waved, zooming away on her bike. She 
pedaled hard all the way home, dropped her bike in 
the grass, and burst through the door to the shed. 

But the typewriter was empty. 
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Monday, May 21 

Report day. 

“Hey, Backwards,” Logan said when Avery got 
to social studies. “What’s wrong? Dog ate your 
homework?” Ian half-smiled from under his hair. 

Avery showed her report to Clare. “Half a page?” 
said Clare. “It’s supposed to be five pages!” 

“I know, but—” 

Just then, Mr. Rudd blinked the lights and class 
began. Every time Mr. Rudd called on a student to 
give a short presentation, Avery held her breath. 

Then it happened. 

“Ms. Allison,” Mr. Rudd said, calling on Avery. 

Avery gulped, her heart pounding. She pushed 
back her chair. Ian raised his hand. 

“Mr. Rudd? Could I, um, go first from my group?” 

“Sure. C’mon up.” 

“Go, Ian!” said Logan. 

“Thanks,” she mouthed to Ian. 

He stood up front. “Everybody 
here has heard of my great-grand- 
father, Darius Hender. He owned 
a lumber mill, and he did lots of 
good for our town.” 

Avery sat back and let out 
a breath. 

“Most people admire Great- 
Gramps because he donated the land 
and saved the redwoods from getting cut 
down. People say Hender Wood is the heart 
of our town. But what people don’t know is that 
it wasn’t Great-Gramps who saved the forest.” 
He swallowed. “It was a ten-year-old kid who had 
the courage to write Great-Gramps a letter.” 

Avery sat up taller. 

“He sent the letter to Great-Gramps through 
the newspaper. The letter was printed and then 
forwarded to Gramps.” 

Ian took in a breath. “That one letter inspired 
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the whole town to save our redwoods over sixty 
years ago. But nobody ever knew who the kid 
was because the letter was signed Anonymous.” 

“Great-Gramps is gone now. But when I looked 
through a box of his old papers for this report, 

I found out who the boy was. I know Gramps 
would want me to do the right thing.” 

The class hung on Ian’s every word. “Who was 
it?” “Hurry up!” “Tell us!” 

“Sorry. This is where my report ends.” 

“What?! No fair! Cheat!” 

Ian glanced at Mr. Rudd. “I'd like to ask Avery 
to come up and tell the rest of the story.” 

Avery swallowed a lump in her throat. Slowly, 
she stood up and walked to the front of the class. ; 
All eyes were on New Girl. 

“So, it’s you?” she whispered to Ian. 
“The notes? You’re The Gnome?” 
“Yep. All me.” 
“And the boy is—” 
Ian nodded, handing the letter 
to Avery to read. 
Avery cleared her throat. 
She read the letter to the class. 
About a boy. A boy who wanted to 
save the redwoods. So he put a gnome 
in a tree house, and the rest was history. 

“See,” Ian finished, “Great-Gramps 

wanted to clear-cut the whole forest for 
lumber. If it weren’t for that boy, we wouldn’t have 
Gnome Woods today. The boy was—” He turned 
to Avery. 

“My grandpa, Martin Avery.” 


fter class, Avery stopped Ian in the hall. 
“Thanks,” she said. “That was an amazing 
thing you did. But how'd you know?” 
“The envelope,” said Ian. He pointed to the 
letter in Avery’s hand. “See? There’s no name, but 


the return address is 1213 Sequo a Street.” 
“My address! Sequoia without an i.” 
“Yep. Then when I read the letter, I noticed all 
the I’s were missing. So it had to be your grandpa.’ 
“But how did you know about the typewriter?” 
“I do odd jobs for Mrs. Wesson, who lives behind 
you. One morning I was out back pulling weeds, 


> 


and I heard clicking and clacking sounds coming 
from the shed. I got curious.” 
“So you were spying on me?” Avery teased. 
“No! I wanted to tell you, honest. But if I told, 
I was afraid everybody would think badly of 
Great-Gramps. Then you didn’t have anything 
to write about your grandpa for your report, and 
well, I thought it would be better if you got to 
tell the class.” 
“That’s why you left me the notes?” 
Ian nodded and smiled. And for once, he didn’t 
hide behind his hair. 


n the ride home, Avery and Clare stopped 

at Gnome Woods. They wheeled their 

bikes up the pine-scented path. The two 
friends stood in the quiet under the majestic 


redwoods, the tallest trees in the world. Avery tried 
to picture that small boy, not much taller than a 
gnome himself, standing under these same trees 
many years ago. 

The redwoods stood so strong and sure. 
Underneath, soft and feathery young trees reached 
for the sky. Together, they formed a “family circle” 
around the tree that was the heart of their town. 
Avery touched the bark of the tree, 
joining the circle. 4« 


pw Wherel live in northern 


10 Now P ; 
ma California, I once 


stumbled across an old typewriter with 
some mysterious words left behind like 

a secret message. I love to collect things— 
including garden gnomes. 
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Doll Fun 


Try bags on for size. Hold tiny treat bags, sacks, 
or gift bags up to your doll. If they look too 
long, trim off the tops. For new straps, use a 
icro{ to make 2 holes on the top front 
and top back edges of the bag. Cut two 12-inch 
ight-colored strin« I 


se ae. 


_add sweet or sparkling touches. If you 

don’t have an iridescent gift bag, run 
loub fe around a plain bag and i 

Or twist 


double-stick tape. Or press a 
the front of the bag. 


Create a store’s logo with stickers and 
stamps. Choose an image or 

usea or try both! To start, 
flatten your and press an inked stamp 
onto it. Let dry. Then layer a sticker over 
the stamping if you like. Design just the 
bag front, or place matching logos on 

the front and back. 4 
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Turn to page 48 for the answers.“ 
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Dear American Girl, 


My mom is WAY too protective. She won't let 
me play outside in the rain or go to sleepovers 
if my friend has a pet (I’m allergic.) UNFAIR. 


Mommy's little gel 


Moms can be super protective sometimes, but it doesn’t sound as 

if your mom is being unreasonable. Keeping you safe from lightning 
strikes and allergic reactions is her job, even if you’re not so little 
anymore. Next time your mom says no, ask yourself if she’s being 
unfair or if it’s just life that’s not fair. Ask for compromises when 


you can, knowing that things won’t always go your way. 


Dear American Girl, 

I looove playing video games. 

I try to play them for just a few 
minutes before bed, but I can’t 
make myself stop playing! 
tried, exerything 

It can be hard to quit a video game, 
so to solve this problem, try not to 
start a game near bedtime. Find 
something relaxing to do before 
bed—such as reading a book, 
playing with a pet, or picking out 
the next day’s outfit. That way, you 
won't have to rip yourself away 
from a game. If you need backup, 
ask a parent to help you power 


down before bedtime. 


*« 


eeeccesecces 
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Dear American Girl, 

Here’s my problem: My friend 
likes to play only at her own 
house. She never wants to come 
over to my house. Not fair! 
glay grobLen 

Chances are, this isn’t personal. 
Your friend might just be more 
comfortable at her own house. Try 
this: Next time you ask your friend 
to come over to play, tell her your 
ideas for what you might do. It 
could help if your friend knew 
what to expect at your house. 
Otherwise, you might have to 
accept this about your friend. If 
she’s a good friend, it’s worth it. 


* 


Dear American Girl, 


My friend has diabetes, so she 
has to stop eating sweets. She’s 
coming to my birthday party. 
Can I still serve cake? 
worried 
After learning about her diabetes, 
your friend has had lots of changes 
to get used to. Living life without 
sweets is one of them. It might 
make her feel bad if you skipped 
cake because of her, so go ahead 
and serve one. You could offer 
your friend a safe treat during cake 
time—check with her before the 
party about what works best for 
her. Happy birthday! 
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Dear American Girl, : 
Whenever my friends are upset, 
I try to comfort them. But most : 
of the time I don’t know what to : 
say. I sound dumb, and I don’t 
help at all. My friends are 
always there for me—how 
can I be there for them? : 
Here’s what’s true: Being there for 
someone is actually about being : 
there. You don’t always have to say : 
the perfect thing to make a huge 
difference for someone. Telling her : 
that you’re there if she needs you is 
one of the best things you can do. 
If you want to say something, try, 
“I’m sorry this happened to you.” 
You're trying to be a good friend, 
and that’s what really counts. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
My friend and I go to camp 
together, but we like different 
camp activities. My question is 
whether I should do climbing 
with her or do horseback 
riding, which is what I love. 
I don’t want to abandon her. 


ar 


4K AmericanGirl 


Good for you for considering your 
friend. But it’s important that each 


of you does the activity that you 


most want to do. Sign up for riding, : 


and make plans to meet up with 
your friend at meals or during free 


time to catch up. You can do your 


own things and still stay connected. : 


*« 


Dear American Girl, 
My little sister won’t stop copy- 
ing me! It’s so annoying. Not to 


be a tattletale, but I want to clue : 


my parents in. Can I? 


Mog 


— 
= 


Your sister might just be trying to 
annoy you. If that’s it, you know 
what to do: ignore her. If it gets bad, 
telling your parents is fine. But think 
back to when you were your sister’s 
age. Remember being little and not 
being sure where you fit in or even 
who you were? It could be that your 
sister admires you and wants to “try 
on” your life to see how it fits. If you 
can, find the patience to let her. 

* 
Dear American Girl, 
I have a talking habit. I can’t stop 
talking! I talk like crazy, and 
sometimes my friends and 
family get annoyed. How can 
I stop talking all the time? 
Talk talk talk talk Talk 
The best way to quiet down is to 
focus on your breath. Next time 
your mouth runs out of control, 
stop talking and take ten deep, slow 
breaths. Breathe in, breathe out. 
As you do that, concentrate on what 
others are saying. Listening helps 
you to be thoughtful and to ask 
good questions. Talking is great. 
This way, it can be more meaningful. 


x 


even 


MORE HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 


I’m the smartest kid in my 
class, and no one seems to like 
me because of that. They call 
me names and accuse me of 
trying to be the teacher’s pet. 
I’m just doing my best, but I’m 
starting to think there’s some- 
thing wrong with being smart. 
the Nerd” 
Being smart is AWESOME, and you 
should never feel bad about doing 
well. If someone gives you a hard 
time, try, “Wait—you want me to 
feel bad for getting a good grade?” 
or “Why do you care?” Don’t ever 
stop giving your all at school, but 
take care not to brag about your 
grades. And talk to your teacher or 
a parent about this. If you’re being 
bullied, that needs to stop. 

*& 
Dear American Girl, 
My mom just signed me up for 
swimming lessons. I’m not a 
good swimmer, and I’m scared 
that I’m going to get put ina 
group of little kids. How will 


I find friends—and confidence? : 


Sink or Swim? 
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Wait to meet your group before 


you stress out. If you’re placed 
with younger kids, you might feel 
awkward at first, but you have the 
chance to set a good example as 
you learn this important life skill. 
Confidence comes as you improve, 
so work hard on your strokes and 
kicks. You'll move up in no time. 

5 4 
Dear American Girl, 
When someone does some- 
thing nice for me (like making 
me a snack), it makes me feel 
guilty. I want to say, “That’s 
OK—you don’t have to do that,” 
but I’m afraid the person will 
think that I don’t appreciate it. 
need advice 
People doing nice things for you 


probably want to do them. They 


. 


know they don’t have to, but that’s 
why it’s nice. No need to feel bad, 
but if you do, focus on giving a 
great thank-you. “Um, thanks” 
won't do the trick. Try, “Thank you 
so much. That’s really nice.” Or, 
“Yum—lI love peanut-butter toast. 
Thanks!” Think of it as giving out 
as much niceness as you're getting. 
You'll feel less guilty, and the other 


person will feel appreciated. 


x 


Advice from Uou 
“When in doubt, give a shout! 
This means that whenever you 
aren't sure about something, 
don’t be afraid to ask ques- 


tions. | bet there will be others 


who also are unsure, but are 


too scared to speak up!” 


enna L. 


Age 13, New Jersey 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 


Help! 
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To see More 
adorabie Pet 
Pics, go ixe) 
americangirl.com/ 
Playmagazine 


_| Age 11, New York 4 


Age 13, North Carolina 


+e i Want even more tips 

and tricks to make your 

3 room look amazing? Go 

to americangirl.com/ 
playmagazine 
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This issue was filled 
with pets, pizza, and - 


AG’s Puzzle Page Answers: 
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Photo: Radiund Photography 


iful shirt. 
Creative Emily! 
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Fashion Fractions 
‘Casual Closet is bursting with fractions. Look at the store 
displays to figure out the fractions. 


e 
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Boost your SKILLS 
in 4 subjects: 


* 


» fi 
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Math+ 
Fashion = 


lll 


geography 


grammar 


: 
books, too | 
Make learning an adventure at Innerstar University! Each activity book is filled with 
special extras, plus a secret access code for even more fun online. 


$< American Girl 


This June, discover these books at the American Girl store nearest you, online at americangirl.com, or at your local bookstore. 
Must be at least 18 years of age to purchase online. 


Illustrations: Carol Yoshizumi 


Summer Bummers 
Shore Fling You'll laugh out loud at these Chill Out 
Have oceans of fun at embarrassing stories. 25 ways to stay 
our sea-themed bash. cool on a hot day 


Star Power 
Get a behind-the-scenes 
peek at a movie! 


For more fun 
and games, go to 


AG’s Creativity Catchers 


Has brainstorming become a drizzle? Are you and 
a pal tired of the same old activities? Do you have 
’ — anart project in mind but don't know where to start? | 
Use these ideas to unstick your brain! 


How to fold a Creativity Catcher 


1 e Cut out one square. Fold and unfold it in 
half diagonally in both directions to make 
an X. Place the square number-side down. 


2 e Fold each corner point into the center. 


3 e Flip so that flaps are facedown. Then fold 
each corner into the center. 


6. Stick both thumbs and pointer fingers into 
the four pockets. Push all the pockets to a 
point to begin playing. 
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Go to the 
grocery store 


You will create 


You will 


Lie on ; 
your bed and Sit under 
imagine that a tree— 
you're flying can you find 
through the any animal 
clouds. What shapes in 
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How to Play 


1 e Insert your pointer fingers and thumbs under 
the numbered flaps on the Creativity Catcher. 


2 e Aska friend to choose a number from one of 
the outside flaps, or choose one yourself. Open 
and close your fingers that number of times, 
moving them front to back and then sideways. 
You can play on your own, too. 


3 e You or your friend will choose one of the words 
on the inside of the Creativity Catcher. Spell out 
the word, opening and closing your fingers with 
each letter. 


4. Pick one of the words that shows. Open that flap 
and read the message beneath. + 


Illustrations: Julia Bereciartu 
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Keepa 
notebook next 


Gather 
random art 
supplies and 
figure out 
acraft to 
make—you 
have one 
minute! 


Write a story 
with a friend. 
Each of you 
will write a 
line until it’s 
finished. 
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Go stargazing 
4noA ul ewes 


together and 
come up with 


your own 
constellations. 


Draw pictures 
of what you 
think your 
lives will look 
like in ten 
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Cut out lots 
of pictures 
from old 
magazines and 
make a collage 
with them. 


Close your 
eyes and 
doodle. 


ture? 


pic 
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Watch your 
pet playing. 
Can you write 
a story about 
her? Painta 

jo qje Buisn 


to your bed, 
and write or 
draw whatever 
pops into 
your head. 
@Bureay 
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